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of political thought which demanded the settle-
ment of most governmental matters upon a theo-
retical basis. And now in 1865 each prominent
leader had his own plan of reconstruction funda-
mentally irreconcilable with all the others, because
rigidly theoretical. During the war the powers of
the Executive had been greatly expanded and a
legislative reaction was to be expected. The Con-
stitution called for fresh interpretation in the light
of the Civil War and its results.

The first theory of reconstruction may be found
in the Crittenden-Johnson resolutions of July,
1861, which declared that the war was being waged
to maintain the Union under the Constitution and
that it should cease when these objects were ob-
tained. This would have been subscribed to in
1861 by the Union Democrats and by most of the
Republicans, and in 1865 the conquered Southern-
ers would have been glad to regnter the Union
upon this basis; but though in 1865 the resolution
still expressed the views of many Democrats, the
majority of Northern people had moved away from
this position.

The attitude of Lincoln, which in 1865 met the
views of a majority of the Northern people though
not of the political leaders, was that "no State can